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WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are glad you are worshiping with us

today. There are Service Books in the pews.

Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the Gospel's
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. Tt is a parish of the
Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of Christ's life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn fo repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.

To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.




The Coffee Hour is sponsored by Dr. Basem Haddad, Dr, Samar Bashour, Nadya Ayoub =
and their families in memory of Bassam Baza i '

The Coffee Hour is sponsored by St. George Young Adult Group

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Norma Alinati Chikhani (1 year) by Samir and Clara
Nader

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of John & Elena Abood and Adib & Antoinette Nassif by
Tony Nassif and Family

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of: t \
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends. -
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy

Family & Friends by George Haddad

Our Family by Samir and Clara Nader

Tony, Amanda, Amanda and Kyla Kanaan by George and Nayla Aboumrad

Woody, Bella and Noah Aboumrad by George and Nayla Aboumrad

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:

All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.

All Clergy and servants of God.

All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their Family

Edward & Evelyn Haddad by Karen and Ted Ziton

Edward & Rita Fadel by his family

Charles and Joan Haddad by their family

Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family

William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac

Ramona Darmour by her daughter Charmaine Darmour

Florence Chbeir by Samir and Clara Nader

John El-Zeer by George Youssef Nader

PRAY for the sick, sufferings,
éone shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war and
another . . .
e violence in the whole universe.

"Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
' Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
7' Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who

- eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
@'ft' Up / raise him up on the last day”.

) John 6:52-54
R‘ff’oi’?«:}f “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you
we are waiting for you.

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES
Sunday Marsh 03, 2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30am— Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am
Saturday 03/09/2024 Vespers @5:00 pm Served by our Teens Group




Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, February 25, 2024
Tone 05/Eothinon 05; Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican
Tarasios the confessor, archbishop of Constantinople; Hieromartyr Markellos, bishop of
Apamea in Syria
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5)
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the

Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death;
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection
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Entrance Hymn

O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, who
art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.
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We repeat the Resurrectional Apolytikion

Troparion for the Patron Saint of the Church
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Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4)
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.
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Kontakion for the Pharisee and Publican in (Tone 4)

Let us flee from the boasting of the Pharisee and learn the heights of humility from the publican’s
words. Let us cry out in repentance: O Saviour of the world be gracious to Thy servants.




THE TRISAGION
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican

Make vows to the Lord thy God, and perform
them.
In Judah God is known; His Name is great in
Israel.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St.
Paul to St. Timothy (3:10-15)

Timothy my son. you have observed my teaching.
my conduct, my aim in life. my faith, my
patience, my love., my steadfastness, my
persecutions, and my sufferings: and what befell
me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What
persecutions | endured; yet from them all, the
Lord rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,.
while evil men and impostors will go on from bad
to worse. deceivers and deceived. But as for you.
continue in what you have learned and have
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned
it and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings which are
able to instruct you for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus.
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according
to St. Luke. (18:10-14)

The Lord spoke this parable: *“Two men went up
into the temple to pray. one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself. *God, I thank Thee that
I am not like other men. extortionists, unjust.
adulterers. or even like this tax collector. 1 fast
twice a week; | give tithes of all that I get.” But
the tax collector. standing far off. would not even
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,
saying, ‘God. be merciful to me a sinner!” 1 tell
yvou. this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other: for every one who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

o) sy Bel sl 3L (e Chapd Juad
(18:10-14) jalkl) Jealilly

Lol Ul ) o guli) (Bl 13a S0 Jis
Wl Gl GG * 5l 53V s L]
Gud Y arkal ) ozl s 4k g L
3a e Yy Guialdl) Gpalll Bahal Lull s
Lo 38 Lely (aihe g 3 psal ol ® Lka)
2 ol Db aly b oo Gl Slial Wl %) s
2l SuE i pB O U sledd ) ade
PET G S RN UG RS RPUIRE e
oy will Al a5 e OF Y . G LGB

* Akl Akl auj




. The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

Megalynarion:
[t is truly meet to call thee Blessed, Lady Theotokos: Lady ever greatly blessed, and most

perfect in innocence, and the Mother of our God. Lady more precious than the Cherubim
and more glorious beyond all measure than the Seraphim. That without corruption gavest
birth to God the Word, and art truly Theotokos. We magnify thee.

Post-Communion

We have seen the true light: we have received the heavenly Spirit. ...................

THE DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions
of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the precious and life-
giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantino-
ple, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George the patron and protector of
this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all
the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon
us and save us.

Choir: Amen.

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help
others in need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the
quickest way to see Jesus change lives. Too often, we see a need and wait for the pastor or
someone on staff to take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.

RESERVE THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDER

Medical Professionals Organization 02/25/24 @4:00 pm
Saturday 03/02/2024 Deanery Teens Retreat 10AM-3PM @St. George Akron
Marsh 23-24 Teens Trip to The Holy Dormition Monastery Junction, Ml
St George Feast Celebration 05/ 11/ 2024
Teen Soyo Hafli 05/18/2024




A New Pharisaism

By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

There is a negative trend in the Church these days, with certain people criticizing
everything. They adhere in an extreme way to what they believe is authentic, while
attacking all that they consider innovative, calling it heresy that destroys the Faith
and the Church of Christ. The adherents of this trend tend to be aggressive in their
attacks and fundamentalist in their opinions, denouncing as heretics all those who
disagree with their opinions, views, and citations.

They employ the interpretation of Scriptures as they see fit, for their purposes.
They adhere to the letter and not to the spirit of the text, neglecting what St. Paul
said: “For the letter kills, but the spirit gives life” (2 Cor 3:6).

The Church was not born yesterday; her earthly age is 21 centuries. She has
experienced all kinds of systems, situations, cultures, and heresies. The Church,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, has always expressed her faith and steadfastly
witnessed to it—even unto martyrdom—through different circumstances and
pressures, wars and persecutions, peace and freedom, on top of intellectual,
cultural, and religious or atheistic trends. According to the word of the Lord, “The
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18).

The followers of this new trend forget all the good and the benefits that the Church
provides. They fail to see God’s acts in history and blind themselves from seeing
how history works. Therefore, their responses come as brutal, hostile attacks,

lacking the love that marks disciples of Christ.

They remain on the surface and do not dive into the essence of things, failing to
differentiate between the essential and the superficial. They do not assign any
importance to the changing course of history or the turning points of science and
the challenges these pose. In their rigid view, humans are subject to requirements
of the Faith according to their historical formulations, without regard to human

capabilities and advances across generations.



They claim, for example, that churches should be built of stone. They argue that
the life of the brick does not exceed one hundred years, which necessitates the
demolition of the church building after the expiration of the brick’s effectiveness.
They ignore the number of stone churches that were destroyed by the passage of
time and by wars and earthquakes. They also forget churches that were turned into
places of worship for other religions, or even into animal pens, due to their
desecration and the disappearance of Christians from these places, as in northern
and southern Syria.

These people are armed with the malleable phrase “according to the holy fathers”
to support their opinion. If you ask most of them about their references, they
cannot provide an answer. The phrase “holy fathers” has become a term used to
defend and justify their positions, but often without knowledge or understanding.
This happens with some Christian groups that cling to the letter of the Scripture
while disregarding the living word of God that comes through the perpetual
presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church of Christ.

According to these people, the Church must remain captive to expressions,
systems, and traditions (and | do not mean “Holy Tradition”) formulated by the
Spirit for a specific era, in order for the Church to express its faith among different
languages and cultures. According to them, if the Church expresses something in
some way at some time, then this expression must prevail at all times. The Holy
Spirit, therefore, must stop working, according to these people, lest He invents
something new, necessary, and beneficial for the salvation of man. Do you think
that a person is saved through molds and forms, or through the Holy Spirit alive
and effective in him?

In addition, you sense in them a fear for the upright faith, bordering on terror—to
the point that it almost becomes a pathological obsession, seeing in everything a
conspiracy against the Orthodox Church and the truth that it faithfully preserves.
They believe that they are the only ones to preserve the truth, so they resort to
strict adherence to the forms and calendars that the Church knew in the past, which
were a successful expression of the upright faith in the cultures of that time.
Writing the names of saints on icons in the local language becomes a heresy,



because the ancient Greek letters, in their view, alone are appropriate to the
Orthodox art of the icon! They circulate a saying of Saint Nektarios, “Poor thing,
Orthodoxy,” claiming themselves to be the defenders of Orthodoxy. Every effort in
the Church, according to them, whether pastoral, institutional, or spiritual, is aimed
at eliminating the faith and fragmenting the Church.

If these people poison the Church with a spirit of hatred, discord, blasphemy, and
hostility toward every leader, guide, and spiritual father who does not say what
they say, then they miss seeing themselves as a tool of Satan, who is targeting their
Church. Truly, this is his murkiest trap. He abuses the naivete of some Church
members to split it. They fall under the delusion that they are cleansing it.

Faithfulness is required of all believers. You may differ with your brethren regarding
matters unrelated to doctrine. We prevent fracture with continual love, humility,
and dialogue. However, to monopolize Christ, appoint yourself as His spokesman,
and break from His true Church to establish what you want His Church to be means

that you have sunk to a level of pride that makes you a tool in the hands of Satan.

Truly, this is the greatest sin.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN OF ST. GEORGE
*We will be having Our next Arabic Bible Study
Tuesday February 27,2024 @ 7:00 pm at Panera

26086 Brookpark Rd, North Olmsted

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of
your pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy
families. As we read in the 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that
manifests our identity through our work of love.

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our
reserve fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of
our Church. We are asking anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation
check to the Church’s Office or Donate via our website Donation button.

Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try
to support you in any way possible.

In closing, we ask for the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to
become His new disciples and to serve and love His people




Dear St. George medical professionals Toduy

By the blessing and direction of our Metropolitan Saba, we are starting St. George $
Chapter of the North America Antiochian Orthodox Medical Professional fellowship g

We encourage all medical professionals, Doctors, Nurses, Dentists, Hygienists.... to

be ready to join the first meeting Today February 25, 2024 @ 4:00 PM engage in discussion
regarding goals and interests .

A national Zoom meeting is planned for March to hear from Daniel Hinshaw , MD.

God Bless and protect you and your families

Mission Statement for NAAOMP

North America Antiochian Orthodox Medical Professionals -

Is a network of medical professionals (MDs, DDs, PharmDs, physician assistants ,NPs, Nurses,
physical therapists , and Medical students)

who work together, under the blessing of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese and local
parishes, to grow in their relationship and commitment to Christ. In growing spiritually together,

the group aims at bringing the healing presence of Christ to their professional practice every day.

-we are not gathering any funds ! .
-we are not discussing politics .( regional nor international)

The ways through which this group will achieve its goals, include but not limited to:

* Plan regular local events to bring medical professionals together for retreats and social
gatherings depending on the local circumstances and needs of the group

* share how orthodoxy affect your daily practice and lives.

* Assist local priests in serving sick parishioners as needed (when hospitalized, or when needing
second opinion, referrals)

* helping in residency / fellowship placement for new graduates)
* Create an online platform to offer spiritual encouragement and edification to each other

* Exchange the experiences of local groups to build on best practices to improve the engagement
of local professionals

* Offer professional expertise to the Archdiocese or organize medical mission trips when needed

* Plan for Archdiocese-wide meetings for group members in conjunction with Parish
Conferences or Archdiocese Conventions”



GREATER CLEVELAND COUNCIL OF

Orthodox Clergy

31 January 2024
Beloved Friends in the Lord,

Greetings! The Orthodox Christian Community of Greater Cleveland and Lorain will soon
be honoring the Sunday of Orthodoxy, the first Sunday of the Great Fast. A celebration
of this triumph of our Faith will take place on the evening of 24 March 2024, at 4:00pm.
This service of Great Vespers will be hosted by Saint Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
(OCA), located at 733 Starkweather Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44T13. His Eminence, the
Most Reverend Nicolae, Metropolitan of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of the
Americas, will preside as well as offer the homily.

Each year, the Greater Cleveland Council of Orthodox Clergy (GCCOC) solicits donations
to help underwrite this celebration of our Faith, and this year, donations will be given to
International Orthodox Christian Charities for humanitarian relief in Gaza. We humbly
ask that you consider providing a contribution to the GCCOC,; in return, you will be listed
as a "Patron” within the handout at this special service.

If you wish to donate, we ask that you make checks payable to the “Greater Cleveland
Council of Orthodox Clergy,” or simply the “GCCOC." Checks can either be given to your
parish priest, or they can be mailed to the address below no later than 12 March 2024.

In Christ,
>>>Father Peter Simko

GCCOC Treasurer

2024 SsunDAY OF ORTHODOXY | PATRON DONATION
YOUR NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS
YOUR PARISH NAME
DONATION AMOUNT

GCCOC, cfo St. Innocent Orthodox Church, PO Box 38208, Olmsted Falls, Ohio 44138



The Great Martyr George

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy-
bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and thus he
isDiocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though he was
born a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. He is
also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, amongst
other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284-305).

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305-311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.

Then, affer innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.




